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Introduction
At Tullygally Primary School, we believe that a good, well-managed homework programme helps children to develop the skills and attitudes they will need for successful lifelong learning. Homework also supports the development of independent learning skills and provides parents with opportunities to take part in their children's education.
Learning at home is an essential part of good education. Regular homework is important as it gives pupils the opportunity to practice at home the tasks covered in class, and helps the pupils work towards improving important skills. 

Aims of Policy
All children are expected to take part in a variety of homework tasks to enhance and support their learning in class.
The homework policy is designed:
· To ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.
· To ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility.
· To ensure parents/carers have a clear understanding about expectations for themselves and the pupils.
· To extend and support learning.
· To provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work in partnership and enjoy learning experiences.




	Year Group
	Written Homework
(All activities given on a Monday and returned on Friday)
	Learning and Online Homework
(All activities completed daily)

	
Primary 1
	· 1x literacy activity
· 1x numeracy activity 
	· Reading and sounds
· Mental Maths Activities 


	
Primary 2
	· Phonics activities
· 1x literacy worksheet
· 1x numeracy worksheet
	· Reading
· Revising phonics and mental maths
· Nessy- phonics and reading programme

	
Primary 3
	· Phonics activities including spelling sentences
· 1x literacy worksheet
· 1x numeracy worksheet
	· Reading
· Revising phonics and mental maths
· Mathletics
· Nessy- phonics and reading programme 

	
Primary 4
	· Phonics activities including spelling sentences
· 1x literacy worksheet
· 1x numeracy worksheet
	· Reading
· Revising phonics and mental maths
· Mathletics
· Nessy- phonics and reading programme

	
Primary 5
	· Phonics activities 
· 1x literacy worksheet
· 1x numeracy worksheet
	· Reading
· Revising phonics and mental maths
· Mathletics
· Nessy- phonics and reading programme  (if selected)

	
Primary 6
	· Phonics activities 
· 1x literacy worksheet
· 1x numeracy worksheet
	· Reading
· Revising phonics and mental maths
· Mathletics
· Nessy- phonics and reading programme  (if selected)

	
Primary 7
	· Phonics activities 
· 1x literacy worksheet
· 1x numeracy worksheet
	· Reading
· Revising phonics and mental maths
· Mathletics
· Nessy- phonics and reading programme  (if selected)


Tullygally Homework Grid


A copy of the above homework grid will be shared with pupils, parents and guardians at the start of each school year, during our Curriculum Meetings.  The grid will be discussed and signed by the class teacher, pupil and parents/guardians. Each class teacher will discuss an appropriate amount of time to be spent on written homework, however no written activity should take more than 20-30 mins to complete. 
Home Learning
We see home learning as encompassing a wide range of possibilities. The following list gives
just a few examples:
·  reading with a parent;
·  a family visit to a local museum;
·  finishing off work from class;
·  learning parts for an assembly/production:
·  going swimming;
·  playing games which develop their physical skills;
·  undertaking individual research for a project at the local library;
·  learning number facts (tables);
·  learning to tie your laces
·  learning to ride a bicycle safely;
·  ensuring musical instruments are practised;
·  research using the internet (school cannot be held responsible for the content of web
sites not recommended by teachers);
·  cooking, gardening, making things;
·  explaining how things work;
·  ensuring that children have opportunities to colour, paint, draw, stick, glue, etc;

At Tullygally Primary School we provide a range of homework that is linked to the abilities of each child. Younger children will complete simple tasks that involve learning spellings, reading, other literacy and number work.
As the children progress through the school they will benefit from a wider range of tasks that present them with appropriate levels of challenge.
The main focus of tasks will be Literacy and Numeracy as we believe that children who regularly read to and with parents/carers benefit by gaining in confidence, skill and fluency as readers.

Staff Involvement
How staff at Tullygally Primary support this policy
· by providing a range of homework tasks and activities to consolidate and extend learning in class;
· by ensuring that the children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common understanding of the high expectations held of them individually, according to their ability;
· by communicating with parents and keeping them informed of children's progress, projects and topics to be studied, and their child’s individual targets.

Parent Involvement

The role of parents and carers and the steps that will be taken to support parents 
· provide somewhere peaceful for children to work without the distractions of television, other family members and pets;
· provide a suitable place, equipped with a comfortable chair, clear table space, good light;
· provide encouragement and support to children when they require it;
· support the school in explaining to children that homework is valued and aids learning;
· encourage pupils and praise them when homework is completed;
· be actively involved in the homework of younger children in particular;
· sign and date their child’s homework when they are satisfied that it is of an acceptable standard.

How can parents find out more information about homework?
Each year group will inform the parents about homework in the Curriculum meetings held at the beginning of the year. 
Teachers will have slightly different systems for handing in homework and they will tell parents and children about this at the beginning of the year.
If parents need advice on how to support their children with homework, then they can talk to the class teacher or refer to Seesaw for advice.

What if a child says they have received no homework?
There may be occasions that your child does not receive a homework, below are examples of when this might happen:
· when the teacher is away there may not be homework set but we will try to avoid that happening.
· When a holiday or mid term break is imminent 
· When the class has been on a trip or some other event has not allowed time for a homework to be given


. 
Pupil Involvement

Pupils are expected to:
· make full use of all the opportunities they are presented with;
· tackle home tasks promptly and with a positive attitude;
· take pride in presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected;
· take responsibility for handing in the completed task on the agreed day.


The importance of feedback to pupils on the quality of their work 
It is important that feedback is given to pupils as quickly as possible. This is given in a number of ways:
· immediately by parents or carers;
· discussion in class where homework is a part of the class work;
· through tests such as tables or spellings;
· individual comment from teacher on written assignments;
· Comments about how to improve are added to the work;
· pupils reviewing the work done in small groups;
· presentation of homework in class and school assemblies.
· work may be marked orally with the child or the class and there will not be evidence from the teacher in the child’s book. 
· 
Teachers are interested to know how children carried out activities, whether they were too hard/ too easy/ interesting, etc. Parents may also comment on whether the time allocation was appropriate or whether the activity was too short/too long. As with all school activity, parents are invited to discuss any queries with their child’s class teacher.

How can pupils be encouraged to value homework and how are parents to be involved in the process?  
Homework should not be a stressful experience between parent and child. This leads to poor learning and defeats the whole purpose. Please contact school if this is happening.
At Tullygally we are always promoting a positive growth mindset and Homework should be viewed as a positive way to enhance your child’s learning.
 


Differentiation

The need for differentiation 
Homework will be set to meet the needs of each pupil. For this reason there will be variation in homework given to groups and individuals within a class. This is referred to as differentiation and is used provide appropriate challenge for children across the ability range. It is not possible that each child within a class to receive a different homework. To do this would prove to be unmanageable for staff.


Homework for pupils with Special Educational Needs 
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way.

Monitoring and review 
It is the responsibility of the Board of Governors to agree and then monitor the school policies. This policy will be monitored by the Principal on their behalf.
All staff will monitor the efficiency and effectiveness of the policy regularly.

· 
Equal opportunities 
All teaching and non-teaching staff at Tullygally Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnic origin and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress.  All children have equal access to homework. Day to day monitoring of the Homework Policy and the provision of equal opportunities is the responsibility of the class teacher.
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